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This document lays out the ECTE policy concerning institutional and/or programme accreditation of 
theological institutions within the Christian faith tradition. 

1. ECTE AND ECUMENICAL ACCREDITATION 
While retaining its evangelical heritage, preserving membership rights to evangelical institutions and 

remaining firmly networked with the global evangelical movement as its main stakeholder,1 the ECTE offers 
an ecumenical approach to its services which seeks to include different Christian faith traditions. 

In its role as a quality assurance agency, the ECTE’s mission is to assist theological education in Europe to 
become and to be ‘fit for purpose’.  This entails the evaluation of educational ‘orthopraxy’ but does not 
include the evaluation of theological ‘orthodoxy’.  Without denying the importance of the latter, the 
evaluation of theological positions is outside of the remit of ECTE’s accreditation.  ECTE’s criteria for 
outcomes, in fact, do not include the evaluation of theological positions, which are considered as a matter of 
relationship between institutions and their stakeholders (as reflected in Standard A.1.1 on Identity: 
‘Institutions… endorse the statement of faith and theological orientation of their relevant stakeholders and 
communities...’). 

2. CRITERIA FOR ECUMENICAL ACCREDITATION 
For institutional accreditation, the following criteria should be met. 

1. The institution identifies itself as a provider of theological education focused on Christian 
theology or of religious studies that include the Christian religion. 

2. The institution generally understands the foundations of Christian doctrine as expressed in the 
main articles of the classical confessions of the Christian faith, such as the Apostles’ Creed.  

3. The institution normally serves one or more recognised, reputable and well-established Christian 
denominations. University departments may be excluded from this criterion. 

4. The institution is favourable to be associated with Christian institutions representing other 
traditions and theological convictions, and other institutions are likewise favourable with the 
association. 

5. The institution is respectable within its societal context and is not associated with disreputable 
organisations. 

6. The institution considers the Christian Scriptures (Old and New Testament) as a primary source 
for theology. 2  

7. The institution reflects core Christian values in its operations and programmes.  

For programme accreditation (e.g. a theology programme within a university) the following criteria 
should be met. 

1. The programme focuses on Christian theology or on religious studies that include the Christian 
religion. 

 
1 The ECTE is a constituent member of the International Council for Evangelical Theological Education (ICETE) and an affiliate member of the 
European Evangelical Alliance (EEA). 
2 This reflects the reference to ‘biblical grounding’ in Standard and Guidelines standard A.1.1. 
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2. The programme generally understands the foundations of Christian doctrine as expressed in the 
main articles of the classical confessions of the Christian faith, such as the Apostles’ Creed.  

3. The programme considers the Christian Scriptures (Old and New Testament) as a primary source 
for theology. 3  

4. The programme reflects core Christian values.  

These criteria: 

• Act as guidelines for decisions to be made on a case-by-case basis. 

• Apply equally to higher education institutions, university departments and alternative providers 
of higher education.  

• Apply equally to institutions that identify themselves as ‘evangelical’4 and to other Christian faith 
traditions. 

• Are to be used in conjunction with the general criteria outlined in Criteria and Procedures.5   

The ECTE Standards and Guidelines provide additional safeguards against the accreditation of unsuitable 
institutions.6 

3. PROCEDURES FOR ECUMENICAL ACCREDITATION 
The following are the procedures for ecumenical accreditation: 

1. In the initial application, institutions indicate the faith tradition(s) they represent and respond to 
the seven criteria listed in section 2 above. 

2. Ecumenical accreditation applications are brought to the ECTE Board that will verify compliance 
to the criteria described in section 2 above. If there are no grounds for refusal, the application 
will be approved. 

3. The ECTE Board may require additional evidence of compliance which may include consultation 
of other ECTE-related theological institutions in the region.  

Once the ecumenical accreditation application is approved, the accreditation procedures indicated in 
Criteria and Procedures will be applied. 

 

 

 

 

The current version of this policy was approved by the ECTE Board, March 2024 and is valid until its 
revision. 

 

For additional information about the ECTE, contact: 
Dr Marvin Oxenham – General Secretary, ECTE 

Via dei Lucumoni 33 1015 Sutri (VT)  Italy 

Email: office@ecte.eu   Website:  www.ecte.eu 

 
3 This reflects the reference to ‘biblical grounding’ in Standard and Guidelines standard A.1.1. 
4 The same criteria are found in ECTE’s Membership application form  
5 https://ecte.eu/qa/procedures/  
6 For example, Standard A.1.1 requires endorsement of ECTE’s core values; Standard A.1.2 requires legality in operations; Standard A.1.4 requires 
transparency; Standard A.2.2 requires leadership that inspires Christian character; Standard A.3.1 requires treatment of staff with respect and 
Christian love; Standards A.3.2 and A.3.3 require demonstration of Christian character in all staff; Standard A.4.1 requires fostering healthy 
community; etc.  See https://ecte.eu/qa/standards/ 
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