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Dear Steffen and Simone, 

the ECTE Accreditation Commission (AC) in its session on June 28, 2022, deliberated on the final Review 
Report submitted by the Review Secretary after the on-site visit in March 2022. 

Since the site visit you have withdrawn your programme. Thus, the AC decision relates to institutional 
accreditation only. 

The ECTE Accreditation Commission unanimously granted institutional re-accreditation to TS Rheinland 
as an Alternative Provider of higher education with two requirements: 

Requirement 1:  

The creation of Student Governance structures and policies to provide for student involvement in the 
decision-making process as regards to community life and academic programmes.  

This to fulfil standard A.2.3 “Institutions provide opportunities for faculty, staff and student 
participation in decision-making as regards to both community life and academic programmes 
as appropriate to cultural contexts and to good practice in their national higher education 
settings.” 

Documentation of fulfilment of this requirement can be achieved by submitting to the AC the 
policy document. 
Reporting on the approval & publication of this policy is to be included in the 2023 APR. 

Additional representation relating to fulfilment of this requirement may be submitted to the 
Accreditation Commission at any time but no later than September 30, 2022. 

Requirement 2 (Repeated from last review):  

Redacting and implementing an internal Quality Assurance Policy.  

This is to fulfil standard A.2.5 “Institutions have a general policy for internal quality assurance 
that is formal and public. This policy should be used for continual improvement of the 
institution, and should generate further detailed policies, practices and processes. The policy 
should be well managed, owned by all internal stakeholders and reviewed regularly by all 
internal stakeholders. The policy should also reflect the expectations of external stakeholders, 
the national context and the strategic vision and mission of the institution.” 

Documentation of fulfilment of this requirement can be achieved by submitting to the AC the 
redacted policy document. Please refer to the Guidelines for Internal Quality Assurance Policies. 

Reporting on implementation of this Quality Assurance Policy is to be included in the 2023 APR. 

Additional representation relating to fulfilment of this requirement may be submitted to the 
Accreditation Commission at any time but no later than October 31, 2022. 
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The next cyclical review will be due in 2027– please contact me in 2026 to start the process. 

Within a few days the update will be made in the ECTE directory on the website with institutional 
information. TS Rheinland will be listed as “under review” until the requirements are considered 
fulfilled. Please refer to the “Understanding the Directory” section that explains comparability, etc. 

Please see the Review Report (attached) for commendations and recommendations issued by the 
Visiting Evaluation Team and confirmed by the Accreditation Commission. Responses to 
recommendations are to be included in the Annual Progress Reports (APRs).  

In addition to the required APR, any significant institutional changes are to be reported to the ECTE 
within one month and major programme reforms are to be discussed with the Accreditation Director 
and approved by the Accreditation Commission before implementation. Whenever an institution adds a 
new specialization/concentration or a new delivery method to an existing accredited programme, that 
institution must also inform the Accreditation Director before implementation can begin.  

Similarly, whenever a new programme is developed, the institution should notify the Accreditation 
Director, indicate its plans for programme accreditation and specify in its publications whether the 
programme will be submitted for accreditation to ECTE or not. 

Please make sure in any public information that ECTE is not a substitute for national recognition, nor 
should this be implied in your wording. ECTE does not confer degrees nor is it authorized to grant this 
right to any institution. The respective institution is responsible for its degree nomenclature based on 
national regulations.  

As always, the accreditation reviews are strenuous and at times tedious - congratulations to you and 
your team for a job well done in an exemplary way! 

The ECTE Accreditation Commissions warmly commends the institution as excellent in achieving its 
intentions in theological education and the entire team at TS Rheinland. 

Thank you for your warm welcome of the VET and the spirit of cooperation and transparency which has 
pervaded the entire visit.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me as questions arise. I look forward to hearing from you. 

Serving Him with you 

 
Carmen Crouse 
Accreditation Director 

mailto:carmen.crouse@ecte.eu
http://www.ecte.eu/
https://ecte.eu/reviewdirectory/
http://ecte.eu/ecte-accreditation/understanding-the-ecte-accreditation-directory/

