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This document is part of a set of guidelines that relate to accreditation. In particular it contains the 
Guidelines for Interagency Accreditation that provide criteria and procedures for cases when more than one 
agency is involved in the accreditation process. Three kinds of cases are envisioned. 

The first is ‘dual accreditation’1 where an institution that has accreditation from a national agency, a 
validation agreement with a university or another quality assurance agency seeks additional quality 
assurance through the ECTE.  The second is ‘joint accreditation’, where an institution simultaneously seeks 
ECTE accreditation and the accreditation of another agency. The third is ‘transferred accreditation’ where an 
accreditation agency has ceased to exist or when an institution has decided to no longer use its services.  
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1 The term ‘dual’ is used here to indicate multiple accreditations and is not restricted to ‘two’.   
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1.  DUAL ACCREDITATION 
There are many reasons for this common practice in European higher education, not least the added 

value of a subject-specific professional accreditation that relates to a particular discipline or profession and 
speaks in particular to its stakeholders.  

In the discipline of theology, for example, this might be the case of seeking quality assurance that goes 
beyond the academic and institutional aspects of a programme, and also considers spiritual and ministerial 
aspects of training.   Dual accreditation avoids duplication of standards that have already been evaluated.  

1.1 - Dual accreditation criteria 

To successfully obtain dual accreditation, an institution must satisfy the following criteria: 

1. The applicant is an ECTE Member. 

2. The applicant has successfully obtained accreditation by a competent quality assurance agency.2 
Both institutional and programme accreditation are normally required in the dual accreditation 
process.  Variations will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis. 

3. The applicant demonstrates compliance to ECTE institutional and programme standards as laid out 
in the Standards and Guidelines for ECTE Accreditation3. This is demonstrated through a simplified 
self-evaluation report and corroborated by a focused site visit. 

4. The applicant pays the annual institutional, programme and per-student accreditation fees4 as 
invoiced.  

1.2 – Dual accreditation procedures 

The procedural steps for achieving dual accreditation are generally the same as those outlined in the 
Criteria and Procedures for ECTE accreditation.  The following exceptions should be noted:  

• The institution specifies ‘Requesting Dual Accreditation’ in the Accreditation Application 
form.5 

• The institution produces a Dual Self Evaluation Report (D-SER) 6, in which standards 
judged to be in compliance in the initial accreditation review are /cross-referenced and 
referred to. The Review Report of the initial review is submitted as part of the evidence. 

• A focused site-visit concentrates on the ECTE Standards and Guidelines as identified in 
the SER. 

• A Dual Review Report is produced following the site visit. The decision by the 
Accreditation Commission recognises the standards that are met by the previous 
accreditation and focuses on the distinct standards under review. 

• Institutions publish results of ECTE accreditation alongside other accreditation 
arrangements. 

 
2 The ECTE reserves the right to make a competency assessment of QA agencies  by scrutinizing their recognition and reputation (e.g. ESG 
compliance, recognition by national authorities or by an official registry like the EQAR, ICETE member agency, etc.). 
3 See http://ecte.eu/qa/standards/  
4 See http://ecte.eu/about/fees  
5 http://ecte.eu/qa/forms/   
6 A D-SER template is available the Guidelines for Producing a SER http://ecte.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Guidelines-for-Producing-Self-
evaluation-Reports.pdf 

http://ecte.eu/qa/standards/
http://ecte.eu/about/fees
http://ecte.eu/qa/forms/dual-accreditation-application/
http://ecte.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Guidelines-for-Producing-Self-evaluation-Reports.pdf
http://ecte.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Guidelines-for-Producing-Self-evaluation-Reports.pdf
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2.  JOINT ACCREDITATION 

2.1 - Joint accreditation criteria 

To successfully engage in joint accreditation, an institution must satisfy the following criteria: 

1. The applicant is an ECTE Member. 

2. The applicant is simultaneously seeking accreditation by the ECTE and by another competent and 
recognized quality assurance agency. 7 

3. The applicant demonstrates compliance to ECTE institutional and programme standards as laid out 
in the Standards and Guidelines for ECTE Accreditation. 8 This is demonstrated through self-
evaluation reports and corroborated by a site visit. 

4. The applicant pays the relevant annual institutional, programme and per-student accreditation fees9 
as invoiced.10  

2.1 – Joint accreditation procedures 

The procedural steps for achieving joint accreditation are generally the same as those outlined in the 
Criteria and Procedures for ECTE accreditation. The following exceptions should be noted: 

• The institution specifies ‘Requesting Joint Accreditation’ in the Accreditation Application 
form.11 

• The institution produces a Self-Evaluation Report12  

• An ECTE Review Report is produced following the site visit. 

• Institutions publish results of ECTE accreditation alongside other accreditation 
arrangements. 

• Reports concern all standards and institutions pay the relevant annual institutional, 
programme and per-student accreditation fees13 as invoiced. 

In the case of joint accreditation, however, the ECTE normally commits to the following: 

1. A tripartite agreement between the accreditation agencies and the institution establishes the 
procedure, process and documentation required along with financial regulations for the review. 
This includes the structure of the SER and accompanying documents, final review reports and 
decision making and compilation of the team of experts performing the site visit.  

2. Although the ECTE visitation team will consult with colleagues from the other agency involved, it 
will produce distinct and independent review reports and the ECTE Accreditation Commission 
will make distinct and independent decisions.  

Procedures in cooperation with other quality assurance agencies will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

 
7 The ECTE reserves the right to make a competency assessment of QA agencies by scrutinizing their recognition and reputation (e.g. ESG compliance, 
recognition by national authorities or by an official registry like the EQAR, ICETE member agency, etc.). 
8 See http://ecte.eu/qa/standards/  
9 See http://ecte.eu/about/fees  
10 See http://ecte.eu/about/fees  
11 http://ecte.eu/qa/forms/   
12 A D-SER template is available the Guidelines for Producing a SER http://ecte.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Guidelines-for-Producing-Self-
evaluation-Reports.pdf 
13 See http://ecte.eu/about/fees  

http://ecte.eu/qa/standards/
http://ecte.eu/about/fees
http://ecte.eu/about/fees
http://ecte.eu/qa/forms/dual-accreditation-application/
http://ecte.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Guidelines-for-Producing-Self-evaluation-Reports.pdf
http://ecte.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Guidelines-for-Producing-Self-evaluation-Reports.pdf
http://ecte.eu/about/fees
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3.  TRANSFERRED ACCREDITATION 
Transferred accreditation applies to cases where the agency has ceased to exist or because the 

institution has decided to no longer use its services. 

3.1 - Transferred accreditation criteria 

To successfully obtain transferred accreditation, an institution must satisfy the following criteria. 
Variations will be dealt with by the Accreditation Commission on a case-by-case basis. 

1. The applicant is an ECTE Member. 

2. The applicant has successfully obtained institutional and programme accreditation by a competent 
quality assurance agency14 in the last 5 years. 

3. The applicant provides evidence of having undergone an adequate external review process in order 
to obtain ‘provisional accreditation’ from the ECTE. This includes submission of the accreditation 
decision letter from the previous accrediting agency. 

4. The applicant undergoes a full ECTE Cyclical Review normally within 1-2 years to demonstrate 
compliance to all ECTE standards in the Standards and Guidelines for ECTE accreditation. In 
extenuating circumstances this can be extended to 3 years by the ECTE Accreditation Commission 
upon request by the institution. 

5. The applicant pays the relevant annual institutional, programme and per-student accreditation 
fees15 as invoiced. 

3.2 – Transferred accreditation procedures 

The procedural steps for achieving transferred accreditation are generally the same as those outlined in 
the Criteria and Procedures for ECTE accreditation.  The main exceptions are found in the two stages 
involved in retrospective accreditation. 

3.2.1 – Stage 1: Obtaining provisional accreditation. This is an accelerated procedure that allows an 
institution to gain temporary accreditation status as it prepares for a full review.  Provisional accreditation 
means that the institution and its programmes have undergone an external review process that the ECTE 
considers adequate, even if it does not specifically respond to all the ECTE standards as listed in Standards 
and Guidelines. 

• The institution applies to the ECTE indicating ‘Requesting Transferred Accreditation’ in 
the Accreditation Application form.16 

• The institution submits: a) latest self-evaluation report, b) latest review report resulting 
from site visit and c) latest accreditation decision from the former agency.  These 
documents should be in English and normally not more than 5 years old. 

• No further documentation nor a site visit are required. 

• The Accreditation Commission makes a decision concerning ‘provisional’ accreditation 
on the basis of the submitted documentary evidence. 

 
14 The ECTE reserves the right to make a competency assessment of QA agencies  by scrutinizing their recognition and reputation (e.g. ESG 
compliance, recognition by national authorities or by an official registry like the EQAR, ICETE member agency, etc.). 
15 See http://ecte.eu/about/fees  
16 http://ecte.eu/qa/forms/   

http://ecte.eu/about/fees
http://ecte.eu/qa/forms/dual-accreditation-application/
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• The outcome of the decisions of the Accreditation Commission can be: 
a. Grant provisional accreditation, meaning that the ECTE considers the former 

external review process adequate. 
b. Grant provisional accreditation subject to meeting requirements, meaning that 

the ECTE considers the former external review process as inadequate, but 
capable of compensation through further documentary evidence. 

c. Not grant provisional accreditation, meaning that the ECTE considers the former 
external review process inadequate. In these cases, institutions will be invited to 
undergo ECTE’s regular accreditation process. 

• The ECTE Review Directory lists institutions and their programmes as ‘provisional’ with 
an explanatory note. The reports and decisions from the former accreditation agency 
will be published.  

• Institutions publish their ECTE accreditation status, clearly indicating ‘provisional 
accreditation’ with an explanatory note. 

3.2.2 – Stage 2: Obtaining accreditation.  An institution that is granted provisional accreditation commits 
to undergo a full Cyclical Review within 1-2 years in order to obtain full accreditation. In extenuating 
circumstances this can be extended to 3 years by the ECTE Accreditation Commission upon request by the 
institution. After 3 years, provisional accreditation will lapse, and the institution will be invited to undergo 
ECTE’s regular accreditation process. The ECTE Directory will indicate the end-date of provisional 
accreditation or designate the institution and its programmes as “under review” if the regular accreditation 
process has already begun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These Guidelines have been approved, 6 July 2022 and are valid until their revision. 

 

For additional information about the ECTE, contact: 
Dr Marvin Oxenham – General Secretary, ECTE 

Via dei Lucumoni 33 1015 Sutri (VT)  Italy 

Email: office@ecte.eu   Website:  www.ecte.eu 

 

mailto:office@ecte.eu
http://www.ecte.eu/
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