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The following guidelines and procedures relate to the accreditation of programmes which are under 
design and not yet launched.  It is assumed that institutional accreditation is already in place.  

INITIAL PROCEDURES FOR CONCEPT ACCREDITATION 
1. In submitting the application form, institutions specify that this is a new programme that has not yet 

been delivered.  

2. In producing the SER or P-SER, the institution responds to all standards for which the design has 
been completed and thus can be assessed by the VET. 

3. During the site visit the VET will focus only on those programme standards (B1-B6) which are in 
place, well documented and thus can be assessed.  

4. A Concept Review Report will be produced. 

5. The school is instructed at the beginning of the accreditation process that in advertising they cannot 
claim the programme as “accredited” until all standards are assessable and full accreditation has 
been granted by ECTE Accreditation Commission. 

6. On the ECTE website the programme will be listed as “under review” until all standards are 
assessable and full accreditation has been granted by ECTE Accreditation Commission  

Institutions applying for concept accreditation, should include this extended process into their intended 
timeline from the beginning. 

FOLLOW UP PROCEDURES FOR CONCEPT 
ACCREDITATION 

The follow-up process to full accreditation described below should be completed no later than one 
calendar year from the decision by the Accreditation Commission to approve concept programme and list 
the programme as ‘under review’. 

1. The programme will be considered as assessable for full accreditation when: 

a. A minimum of 30 ECTS-points in courses has been offered and completed by 
students. This allows for assessment of all standards with a focus on the full circle of 
quality assurance instruments.  

b. A follow-up P-SER with supporting documents has been submitted by the school, 
focusing on those standards which were not assessed during the initial visit. 

2. A one-day focused visit is scheduled to evaluate the standards, which were not part of the initial 
review. The follow-up assessment visit is carried out on-site, online or based on the documentation 



 

 
 

Guidelines for Information Packages   
 

 
 

2 

provided. The mode of the follow-up assessment is based on the original VET suggestion and 
approved by the Accreditation Commission. The fee for this focused one-day visit will depend on the 
size of VET needed to assess the content of the P-SER in context. ECTE will make every attempt – but 
cannot guarantee - to recruit members of the initial team for the focussed visit to ensure continuity 
and knowledge of institution and programme as previously assessed. 

3. The initial Concept Review Report will be revised as a completed Review Report, confirmed by the 
school for accuracy, and submitted to the ECTE Accreditation Commission for deliberation. 

4. The Accreditation Commission considers the Review Report and any other supporting documents it 
deems necessary (e.g. the P-SER) and makes a decision concerning programme accreditation 
following the normal procedures and outcomes that are outlined in Criteria and Procedures .  

Students enrolled at the time of the original concept accreditation application will benefit retrospectively 
once programme accreditation is complete.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These Guidelines have been approved by the ECTE Council, 16 March 2022 and are valid until their 
revision. 

 
For additional information about the ECTE, contact: 

Dr Marvin Oxenham – General Secretary, ECTE 
Via dei Lucumoni 33 1015 Sutri (VT)  Italy 

Email: office@ecte.eu   Website:  www.ecte.eu 

 


