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This document is part of a set of guidelines that relate to accreditation. In particular it contains the 
Guidelines for Double Credit Counting that regulates the sharing of credits in accredited programmes. In the 
context of the recognition of prior learning, this document represents the ECTE’s policy for ‘shared credit 
counting’ (double counting of credits). 
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TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 
The terms ‘double-counting of credits’ and ‘shared credits’ refer to a practice widely used in North 

American Higher Education. The Association of Theological Schools (ATS) refers to this practice and defines 
standards (ES.7.3): 

Institutions have the right to determine if credits that have been earned as part of the award of another 
graduate degree program can be transferred to the institution’s approved degree programs. If an 
institution determines it will accept credits applied to other graduate degree programs, not more than 
half of the credits required for the other degree may be transferred into a Board-approved degree 
program. 

In Europe comparable regulations are in practice in the context of Accreditation of Prior Learning (APL). 
One university defines as follows:1 

APL can be granted for all learning from other educational institutions, even if that learning has already 
resulted in the award of a qualification similar to, or the same as, the qualification to be awarded to the 
student by the University of N. Similarly, the University places no restrictions on other institutions 
awarding qualifications on the basis of credits or qualifications gained at Nottingham.  

APL towards a University of N. qualification may be granted for learning which has taken place in a 
previous period of study at the University, even if that learning has led to a N. award… 

EXAMPLES 

⁃ A person who works toward a second Bachelor may apply relevant credits of his/her first Bachelor in the 
second Bachelor (with the boundaries defined in a policy). 

 
1 University of Nottingham: 

http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/academicservices/qualitymanual/accreditation-of-prior-learning/accreditationofpriorlearning.aspx 
Similar definitions at the University of Oldenburg: 
http://www.mba.uni-oldenburg.de/downloads/bildungsmanagement_-_anrechnung_von_kompetenzen_im_masterstudiengang.pdf.  



 

 
 

Guidelines for Internal Quality Assurance Policies   
 

 
 

2 

⁃ A person who studies for a first Master may apply relevant credits of his/her studies at the Bachelor’s 
level as long as the cumulative number of credits reaches 300 ECTS (with the boundaries defined in a 
policy). 

⁃ A person who studies for a second Master may apply relevant credits of his/her first Master into the 
second Master (with the boundaries defined in a policy). 

ECTE POLICY 
Institutions which practice shared credit counting must provide a written policy. Such regulations shall 

be articulated in careful consideration of the purpose of shared counting of credits, and with the awareness 
of potential misuses: Double-counting wants to avoid unnecessary prolongations of studies (time and 
money) by valuing all relevant achievements of a student, but is not a means to cheap academic 
qualifications. 

Policy statements should be provided for each programme individually and address the following issues: 

1. The total number of credits of two subsequent degrees should not be shortened (Bachelors’ 
degree at least 180 ECTS; Master’s degree at least 90 ECTS depending on the type of Master: 
Bachelor + Master have to equate to at least 300 ECTS). 

2. The recognized credits should be at the appropriate level (credits earned at Bachelor level 
counting for Bachelor level; credits earned at Master level counting for Master level; only in 
clearly specified cases a selected number of credits earned at an advanced level of the lower 
degree may be transferred into the higher degree). 

3. The recognized courses should clearly match the requirements and learning outcomes of the 
programme they will count for. 

4. As a general rule up to 50% of a degree can be earned outside the formal programme 
(Recognition of Prior Learning, including formal, non-formal and informal prior learning). 

5. Institutions are expected to define their policy in accord with national standards and practices. 
6. Depending on the expected content and the learning outcomes of courses, institutions may 

stipulate how long credits remain valid to be counted toward another degree. 
7. The process of approving shared credit counting should be clearly documented; either through a 

global arrangement or through case by case decisions by the academic authorities of the 
institution. 

___________________ 

 

 

These Guidelines have been approved by the ECTE Council, 16 March 2021 and are valid until their 
revision. 
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