
   

 

 
Liestal, 28th of May 2015 
 
 
 
Arab Baptist Theological Seminary 
Mr Elie Hadad 
P.O. Box 60  
Mansourieh – Maten 
Lebanon 
 
 
 
Re: Accreditation Decision 
 
Dear Elie 
 
In its meeting of April 16 to 18 the EEAA Council processed the visitation reports submitted 
by the VET. The council also took into consideration the additional documents ABTS 
submitted March 2015. The EEAA council is pleased to see the developments at ABTS and 
took the following decision with regard to the Bachelor of Theology and the Master of 
Divinity: 

 
Accreditation granted to ABTS: 
1. For their Bachelor of Theology programme as a Vocational Bachelor (180 ECTS), 

which includes a two years Diploma Program in Theology (120 ECTS) and a 
(previous accredited) one year Certificate Program in Theology (60 ECTS).  

2. For their Master of Divinity programme as a Vocational Master (180 ECTS) which 
includes a one year Post Graduate Certificate Program (60 ECTS). 

 
The council carefully considered your letter concerning the MRel and its accreditation as 
‘Academic Master’ and took the following decision: 
 

Accreditation granted to ABTS: 
3. For their Master of Religion as an Academic Master, on condition that ABTS 

submits extensive academic CVs for Ruben Das and Collin Chapman 
(in particular scholarly publications with special regard to the content of the two 
modules in question). 

 
In coming to these conclusions, the council confirms the EEAA Regulations 3.2.10 

1. D.Min is not a sufficient academic qualification to lead a module in an academic 
master programme. 

2. The EEAA can accept module leaders without the required formal academic 
qualification (PhD or equivalent) based on individual CVs demonstrating the 
qualification of a particular member of the faculty for a particular subject. 

 
This is also in accord with the practice of the ICETE Doctoral Commission (of which I am 
part of) and with the regulations of the Association of Theological Schools in North 
America. Of course, there are always exceptions and the two renowned professors can be 
counted as such exceptions. However, EEAA needs sufficient documentation showing the 
expected qualifications. I assume that more extensive CVs (including academic 
publications) will be available. As soon as I receive and accept these documents the 
accreditation of the Master of Religion as an Academic Master will be valid. 
 



   

 

Please be aware of the fact that schools are expected to work continuingly in the areas in 
which the Evaluation Team has spelled out recommendations. All recommendations are 
summarised in the Follow-up Form attached to this letter. This form helps to monitor the 
developments after the visit. 
 
According to the EEAA Manual 2012 3.1.3, maintaining accreditation is based on the 
following conditions: 

1. Every year schools are required to prepare an Annual Progress Report (see 5.3 or download 
the digital form from the EEAA website) and send it to the EEAA Accreditation Director. 
Failure to do so can jeopardize accreditation status. The EEAA Accreditation Director and 
Council will read and discuss these reports and send an evaluation letter that will include 
commendations, recommendations and requirements. Whereas recommendations represent 
advice in good practice, requirements must be met for continued accreditation. 

2. Every year schools must pay the annual accreditation fees (see www.eeaa.eu/fees). 
3. Schools must also host a Review Visit every 5 years. The school will be contacted by the 

EEAA Coordinator to schedule a Review visit by an EEAA Visiting Evaluation Team (VET). The 
Coordinator will send the school specific instructions to prepare for this visit and the school 
will contribute a visitation fee. 

 
 
The EEAA wishes ABTS continuing progress as the school serves the church in its mission 
through theological education. 
 
With kind regards 
 

 
Dr Bernhard Ott (EEAA Accreditation Director) 


