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Liestal, 18th of April 2012 
 
 
Theologisches Seminar Bienenberg (TSB) 
Bienenberg 
CH-4410 Liestal 
Switzerland 
 
 
Re: Review/Accreditation Visit 
 
Dear Frieder Boller (Princial) 
 
In its meetings of March 29 to 31 the EEAA Council processed to report on the Accreditation 
Visit to TSB submitted by the VET. The Council followed the recommendations of the VET and 
I am pleased to announce formally the following decisions: 
 

- Granting re-accreditation of the former EEAA Vocational Bachelor program (180 
ECTS) as well as the accreditation of the Certificate programme (60ECTS) which 
is the foundational year of the BA program 

 
- Granting accreditation of the Vocational Master /Program concentration 
“Church, Culture and Context” (120 ECTS) and the postgraduate Certificate 
Programme/Certificate “Church, Culture and Context” (60 ECTS) 

 
The EEAA council commends TSB for the work done in the transition from the old to the new 
EEAA Manual. However it also wants to express the following concern: 

In regard to the decreasing number of resident students in the bachelor 
programme the Accreditation Commission/Council points out that the situation has 
to be closely watched and assessed. 

 
In practice this means that the EEAA wishes to be informed about any significant changes and 
developments with regard to programme content, programme delivery and student numbers. 
 
I also want to bring to your attention the regulations on “Maintaining Accreditation” spelled 
out in the EEAA Manual 2006 (3.1.3): 
 
“Given that over time schools inevitably make changes to their programmes, faculty and 
delivery methods, accredited programmes must be regularly revised in order to maintain 
accreditation. EEAA accreditation is renewed on a yearly basis following the Annual Progress 
Report and response by the Council. Schools must also undergo a thorough Review Visit every 
5 years. 
The following items are necessary for maintaining accreditation. 
1. Every year schools are required to prepare an Annual Progress Report (download from the 
EEAA website) and send it to the EEAA Accreditation Director. Failure to do so can 
jeopardize accreditation status. The EEAA Accreditation Director and the Accreditation 
Commission will read and discuss these reports and send an evaluation letter that will 
include commendations, recommendations and notations. Whereas recommendations 
represent advice in good practice, notations signify requirements for continued 
accreditation. 
2. Every year schools must pay the annual accreditation fees (see www.eeaa.org/fees). 
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3. Schools must also host a Review Visit every 5 years. The school will be contacted by the 
EEAA Coordinator to schedule a Review visit by an EEAA Visiting Evaluation Team (VET). The 
Coordinator will send the school specific instructions to prepare for this visit and the school 
will contribute a visitation fee. At the time of the Review Visit, should there be unsolved 
notations pertaining to unmet standards, the theological school may undergo a period of 
probation. Prolonged failure to implement notations will result in the withdrawal of 
accreditation. Appeals are regulated by policy indicated in section 4.9 of this Manual. 
Significant institutional changes are to be reported to the EEAA within one month and major 
programme reforms are to be discussed with the Coordinator before implementation. 
Whenever a school adds a new specialization/concentration to an existing accredited 
programme, that school must inform the EEAA before implementing it. Similarly, whenever a 
new programme is developed, the school should notify the Council and specify in its 
publications whether the programme is accredited by the EEAA or not. 
 
In order to facilitate the ongoing development of the institution and its accredited 
programmes I provide the attached follow-up form. It may by a helpful tool for the internal 
quality development and it will also provide a point of reference for the annual report (APR). 
Please be aware of the fact that schools are expected to work continuingly in the areas in 
which the Evaluation Team has spelled out recommendations, and to report on the progress in 
these areas in the Annual Progress Report. 
 
Since the school underwent an accreditation process during the academic year 2011-12 
the next APR will be due in summer 2013. 
 
The EEAA wishes TSB continuing progress as the school serves the church in its mission 
through theological education. 
 
 
With kind regards 

 
 
Bernhard Ott PhD, EEAA Accreditation Director 


